Letter from Mary Jane Harris to Leander Harris, March 9, 1862 by Harris, Mary Jane

Transcription:
E. Plainfield March 9th /62
My dear L
Yours of Feb 15th, we
rec’d to day while at church, and I 
hasten to answer it, No not to answer 
it, for it is written ^to Maggie, But I
write to let you know how thankful 
I am to hear directly from you once 
more. Your last to me was written 
over two months ago, and I cant be-
gin to tell you how anxiously I have 
waited for an answer to my last 
to you, I should have written again 
but we heard you had left SC 
and I knew not how to direct, I 
do hope you will write as often as 
you can for it is a great comfort 
to hear from you, especially to hear 
you are well, But it makes me 
feel sad to hear that you have to 
endure such hardships & privations 

Transcription:
But I will continue to hope 
and pray, that it may be over-
ruled for your good and blest to
us all, -- I have heard indirectly 
that you have left the Hospital depart-
ment and enlisted in the ranks, I 
hope you will write soon and let 
us know if it is so, for I feel ex-
tremely anxious to know. But I have 
long since found it good to trust in the 
Lord, feeling confident his promises are 
sure, O if I could only hear that 
my three sons which is far away (ex-
posed to danger, suffering & temptation) 
were trusting in the Lord, were striving 
to live for him were doing your duty 
faithfully, having an eye single to his 
glory, I would ask no more, But then 
I feel that I do not deserve such 
blessings at his hand, when I have 
been such an unprofitable servant 
O for grace to do better in future

Transcription:
We have not heard from Joseph 
since he left NY, he wrote while 
there and said they had orders to 
go to the southern coast of Florida 
They have been gone some time, I 
know not how to direct to him or 
should write and try to stir him 
up, Oh if he only knew how much 
anxiety he might prevent by being 
a little more prompt in writing, I 
think he would exert himself. 
If you should hear from him I 
hope you will inform us. 
I can assure you I often, very often
think of your wants, and if I could 
relieve them how gladly I would do 
so. But oh how many sad hearts
how many desolate homes will be the 
result of this cruel war, And 
can I expect to escape, Yet my 
hope is in the Lord and my de-
sires are unto him continually 

Transcription:
We hear from Elmer quite 
often, he is very prompt in writing
He makes up in quantity what he 
lacks in quality, for he says in his 
last you know I can write a letter 
such as it is without having much 
of anything to say, But we hear he 
^is well and doing well, and that is a
great deal, - Margaret is writing 
to send with me so you will get all 
the news worth hearing no doubt. 
Now I want you to write just as soon 
as you can find time and let me know 
all about your meetings, and good old 
father Buzzel, and all the rest for I 
feel a great interest in all that concerns 
you, Yes and let me know if you rec’d 
my last which was written the first 
of Jan, - I read very cheering accounts 
in the papers of what the Lord is doing
in many places, among the Soldiers, O 
that it may increace and thousands be 
brought to the Knowledge of the truth 
is the fervent desire and prayer 
of Your Mother
